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“If there is anyone who can change our society, I beg for help from the terrible situation of child pornography…”  This is a voice being cast into UNICEF from a small child who is suffering from tremendous experience of violence, sexual abuse, or rape.  In addition, the photographic record of these abuses will haunt a victim forever and ever.  Child pornography is a violent crime affecting children as a mark of misfortune that will bind them forever.  Ladies and gentlemen, how do you feel?  

Today, I’d like to make my speech be wisdom for all of you here to save these children who suffer from the serious crime of child pornography.  

First of all, I’d like to explain what I mean by “child pornography”.  Child pornography is illegal use of children in the production of sexually explicit material, including photographs, films, and videos.  

Next, we are going to move on to the point I regard as a serious problem in Japan.  Now in Japan, it is legal to purchase and possess child pornography.  That fact aggravates to increase the global production of these pornographic images, which often show the brutal sexual assault of children, not only girls, but also boys.  
Mr. Scott Hansen, Second Secretary of Political Section in the U.S. Embassy Tokyo, said “Child pornography in Japan affects the rest of the world.  The growth in Internet use has led to an explosion in the number of persons obtaining, trading, and distributing child pornography, unconstrained by international borders.  Additionally, the immense market for child pornography that exists today in Japan is growing larger and much more extreme in content”.  
In fact, the number of crime of sexually abusing children and producing child pornography has been increasing by about 20 percent, compared to that in 2000, according to the Tokyo Metropolitan Police.  In Japan, there are actually voices here of sexually abused children by child pornography.  Why can we be indifferent toward this problem?
Now is the time to recognize that the rights of children are being violated today.  In the world, there are many devils who rape or abuse children, and produce child pornography.  And, there are many criminals who possess child pornography, thinking that they are not guilty.  The possession of child pornography is the same issue as child rape, prostitution, or any other violation of children’s right.  Children have the right to grow up dreaming that they could live a happy life in the future.  However, the possession of child pornography is turning their dream into the nightmare.  We must take action to change this situation.  Then, what can we do for the children?  
First, we must reconsider this issue, and be against the possession of child pornography.  Next, we must appeal to the government to urgently amend the law against child pornography.  As you may know, the Japanese government debated whether they should prohibit the possession of child pornography or not last year.　　However, it hasn’t been finished yet.  That’s because people’s voice about this debatable issue wouldn’t be enough.  I believe if we have shown our will to the government, it could help to amend the law against child pornography.  
UNICEF is committed to those who want to change the situation by the way of signature-gathering campaign to take away the child pornography.  Now, let us join the signature campaign carried out by the Japan Committee for UNICEF.  Actually, there are more than 80,000 signatures gathered in Japan through the internet web site, or posting.  If my speech could move your heart, please take a first step to save the children by writing your name.  
One might say that, however, gathering signatures is meaningless to try.  But ladies and gentlemen, think about the past human’s history.  All the great things; the abolition of slavery, the liberation of children from labor, and giving children’s right was only a dream, －until it was achieved.  All the first steps to change the society must be people’s voice, will, or might be a signature.  
Finally, I’d like to ask you, ladies and gentlemen, can we change the past story or experience of sexually abused children?  No.  But, should we accept the situation of child pornography as the things we cannot change?  No.  We cannot wash out children’s bitter experience, but at least, with our voice, we can help to wipe out the evidence of tears; child pornography.  
To conclude my speech, I’d like to quote the famous and my favorite words written by Reinhold Niebuhr, hoping that my last speech could be the wisdom to save the children.  
God, 
grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference.

Amen.
